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Recommendations Available to Examiners of Research Degrees
 
There are seven possible recommendations available to examiners of a research degree thesis.  Some 
of the recommendations may not be available for all candidates, as indicated below. 
 
 
Recommendation 1 The student be awarded the degree for which he or she has made a 

submission. 
 
Guidance This is appropriate if the thesis is acceptable and the student satisfies 

the examiners in all other parts of the examination. 
 
Recommendation 2 The student be awarded the degree for which he or she has made a 

submission once revisions have been made to the thesis to the 
satisfaction of the examiner(s) named. 

 
Guidance Minor revisions is the appropriate recommendation where the thesis 

is sound and virtually complete in terms of its aims, methods, results, 
interpretation and conclusions, but has minor errors, or is poorly 
assembled or presented.  

 
The required revisions fall typically within the following categories 
and should not require re-working or re-interpretation of the 
intellectual content of the thesis:- 
 
• Typographical errors 
• Grammatical errors 
• Checking and correcting references 
• Presentation of bibliographical data 
• Improving aspects of figures (e.g. labelling, quality of  
         reproduction) 
• Minor corrections of fact 
• Minor additional material 
• Minor revisions to interpretation of data, results,  
         conclusions 
• Minor reorganisation of material 
• Minor rewriting of the text. 

 
The normal expectation is that minor revisions will be completed 
within 3 months.  However, examiners may recommend a longer 
period (up to a maximum of 6 months) if the current circumstances 
of the candidate justify it (e.g. employment, health grounds, care 
responsibilities, etc.).  Examiners must justify any recommendation 
for an extended period. 

 
Recommendation 3 [Only for original submissions, not for re-submissions.]   
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Although the required standard for the award for which the student 
has submitted has not been met, the submission is of sufficient 
merit to justify the student being permitted to re-present the thesis 
and to submit to a further oral examination within two calendar 
years from the date of the decision at the relevant meeting of 
Senate. 

 
Guidance Resubmission is the appropriate recommendation where the thesis is 

unsound or incomplete in terms of its aims, methods, results, 
interpretation or conclusions.  Substantial additional work is required 
which may lead to a significant change in the results, interpretation 
and conclusions or if the corrections could not reasonably be 
completed within 6 months. 

 
The required revisions fall typically within the following categories:- 
 
• Reinterpretation of the data (including background 

literature) 
• Collection of new data or additional research to be carried 

out 
• Substantial rewriting of large portions of the text 
• Substantial additional material to be incorporated within 

the text 
• Substantial revisions to results and/or conclusions 
• Thorough revision of presentational matters which require a 

complete editing. 
 
Following resubmission of the thesis, the oral examination is at the 
discretion of the examiners. 

 
 
Recommendation 4 [Only for doctoral candidates, not for masters candidates.] 
 

The student should be approved for a Masters level award, not a 
Doctoral level award. 

 
Guidance This is appropriate if, after completion of the whole examination 

process, the examiners determine that the student has not reached 
the standard required for the award of a doctoral degree nor for re-
presentation of the thesis in a revised form, and that the examiners 
determine that the student has reached the standard required for the 
award of a masters degree, subject to any minor amendments which 
may be required. 

 
Recommendation 5 [Only for original submissions by doctoral candidates, not for re-

submissions, nor for masters candidates.] 
 

The required standard for a doctoral level award has not been met, 
and the submission is of insufficient merit to justify the award of a 
doctoral degree.  However, the student should be permitted to re-
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present the thesis for the award of a masters degree, and to submit 
to a further oral examination, within two calendar years from the 
date of the decision at the relevant meeting of Senate. 

 
Guidance This is appropriate if after completion of the whole examination 

process, the examiners determine that the student has not reached 
the standard required for the award of a doctoral degree nor for re-
presentation of the thesis in a revised form for a doctoral award.  
However, the submission, though unsatisfactory, contains sufficient 
merit and potential for the examiners to recommend that the 
student be permitted to re-present the thesis in a revised form for a 
masters award.  Following resubmission of the thesis, the oral 
examination is at the discretion of the examiners. 

 
Recommendation 6 The student should not be awarded any degree, nor be permitted to 

re-present the thesis, nor submit to any further examination. 
 
Guidance This is appropriate if, after completion of the whole examination 

process, the examiners determine that the student has not satisfied 
the conditions for the award of a research degree and should not be 
allowed to re-present the thesis nor to submit to any further 
examination. 

 
Recommendation 7 The examiners are unable to come to a joint recommendation and 

an additional examiner or examiners should be appointed whose 
decision shall resolve the matter. 

 
Guidance This is appropriate if, after completion of the whole examination 

process, the examiners cannot come to an agreed view about the 
appropriate recommendation. 
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